
 
  

Elder and Vulnerable Adult Abuse Prevention 
Working Groups 

About the Working Groups 
Since adjournment of the 2018 legislative session, MDH and many other stakeholders have 
continued to think about how to build on the momentum created for reform in the area of 
abuse and neglect of vulnerable adults. In addition to reforms within the MDH Office of Health 
Facility Complaints, there is important agreement among stakeholders that broader changes 
are needed in both policy and practice in our statutory frameworks, in regulatory agencies, in 
care settings, and in communities across the state.  

To create a space for collaboration across stakeholders, Commissioner Malcolm has asked a 
number of work groups to form on the following topics: 

Licensure Approaches for Assisted Living Facilities  
Led by – Commissioner Malcolm, MDH  
Jan.malcolm@state.mn.us 

An Assisted Living Report Card  
Led by – Kari Benson, DHS 
kari.benson@state.mn.us 

Certification of Dementia Care Units  
Led by – Beth McMullen, Alzheimer’s Association 
bmcmullen@alz.org 

Improving Quality and Safety in Long-Term Care Settings  
Led by – Marie Dotseth, MDH 
marie.dotseth@state.mn.us 

Consumer Rights  
Led by – Cheryl Hennen, Ombudsman for Long-Term Care 
cheryl.hennen@state.mn.us 

Electronic Monitoring in Care Facilities  
Led by Amanda Vickstrom, The Minnesota Elder Justice Center 
amanda.vickstrom@elderjusticemn.org 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/licensure/index.html
mailto:Jan.malcolm@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/reportcard/index.html
mailto:kari.benson@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/dementia/index.html
mailto:bmcmullen@alz.org
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/quality/index.html
mailto:marie.dotseth@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/consumer/index.html
mailto:cheryl.hennen@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/electronic/index.html
mailto:amanda.vickstrom@elderjusticemn.org


The goal of the work groups is to forge consensus where we can on legislative proposals for 
the next governor and legislature, but also to clearly and objectively describe the areas of 
disagreement. In addition to identifying and proposing action in areas needing changes in 
statutes or rules, each work group will work to advance collaboration on initiatives that can be 
led by the community without waiting for legislation.  

Meeting Information 

Past Meetings 
Kick-Off Meeting:  
Thursday, August 23 
2 p.m. 
625 Robert St. N., St. Paul, Room B144 

2nd Large Group Meeting: 
Friday, October 19 
9 a.m.-noon 
625 Robert St. N., St. Paul, Room B144 

Upcoming Meetings 
3rd Large Group Meeting: 
Friday, November 16 
9 a.m.-noon 
625 Robert St. N., St. Paul, Room B144 

4th Large Group Meeting: 
Wednesday, December 5 
9 a.m.-noon 
625 Robert St. N., St. Paul, Room B144 

More Information 
More information can be found on-line. 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fpc/ohfcinfo/prevworkgroups/index.html 
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