
[Title] 1 

Overview 

Introduction 

The Child Care and Development Block Grant Act (CCDBG) (42 U.S.C. 9857 et seq.), together with 
sec�on 418 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 618), authorize the Child Care and Development Fund 
(CCDF), the primary federal funding source devoted to suppor�ng families with low incomes afford 
child care and increasing the quality of child care for all children. The CCDF program is administered by 
the Office of Child Care (OCC) within the Administra�on for Children and Families (ACF) at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services and provides resources to State, Territory, and Tribal 
governments via their designated CCDF Lead Agency.  

CCDF plays a vital role in suppor�ng family well-being and child development; facilita�ng parental 
employment, training, and educa�on; improving the economic well-being of par�cipa�ng families; and 
promo�ng safe high-quality care and learning environments for children when out of their parents’ 
care.   

As required by CCDBG, this CCDF Plan serves as the State/Territory Lead Agency’s applica�on for a 
three-year cycle of CCDF funds and is the primary mechanism OCC uses to determine Lead Agency 
compliance with the requirements of the statute and regula�ons. CCDF Lead Agencies must comply 
with the rules set forth in CCDBG and corresponding ACF-issued rules and regula�ons. The CCDF Plan is 
a fundamental part of OCC’s oversight of CCDF and is designed to align with and complement other 
oversight mechanisms including administra�ve and financial data repor�ng, the monitoring process, 
error rate repor�ng, audits, and the annual Quality Progress Report. 

 

Organization of Plan 

In their CCDF Plans, State/Territory Lead Agencies must describe how they implement the CCDF 
program. The Plan is organized into the following sec�ons: 

1. CCDF Program Administra�on  

2. Child and Family Eligibility and Enrollment and Con�nuity of Care 

3. Child Care Affordability  

4. Parental Choice, Equal Access, Payment Rates, and Payment Prac�ces   

5. Health and Safety of Child Care Se�ngs 

6. Support for a Skilled, Qualified, and Compensated Child Care Workforce 

7. Quality Improvement Ac�vi�es 

8. Lead Agency Coordina�on and Partnerships to Support Service Delivery 

9. Family Outreach and Consumer Educa�on 

10. Program Integrity and Accountability 
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Completing the Plan 

This revised Plan aims to capture the most accurate and up-to-date informa�on about how a 
State/Territory is implemen�ng its CCDF program in compliance with the requirements of CCDF. In 
responding to plan ques�ons, Lead Agencies should provide concise and specific summaries and/or 
bullet points as appropriate to the ques�on. Do not insert tables or charts, add atachments, or copy 
manuals into the Plan. A State/Territory’s CCDF Plan is intended to stand on its own with sufficient 
informa�on to describe how the Lead Agency is implemen�ng its CCDF program without need for 
added atachments, tables, charts, or State manuals. 

OCC recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish CCDF policies, such as State 
statute, regula�ons, administra�ve rules, policy manuals, or policy issuances. Lead Agencies must 
submit their CCDF Plan no later than July 1, 2024. 

 

Review and Amendment Process 

OCC will review submited CCDF Plans for completeness and compliance with federal policies. Each 
Lead Agency will receive a leter approximately 90 days a�er the Plan is due that includes all Plan non-
compliances to be addressed. OCC recognizes that Lead Agencies con�nue to modify and adapt their 
programs to address evolving needs and priori�es. Lead Agencies must submit amendments to their 
Plans as they make substan�al policy and program changes during the three-year plan cycle, including 
when addressing non-compliances. 

 

Appendix 1: Implementation Plan 

As part of the Plan review process, if OCC iden�fies any CCDF requirements that are not fully 
implemented, OCC will communicate a preliminary no�ce of non-compliance for those requirements 
via an emailed leter. OCC has created a standardized template for Lead Agencies to submit as their 60-
day response to that preliminary no�ce. This template is found at Appendix 1: Lead Agency 
Implementa�on Plan. This required response via the Appendix will help create a shared understanding 
between OCC and the Lead Agency on which elements of a requirement are unmet, how they are 
unmet, and the Lead Agency’s steps and associated �melines needed to fully implement those unmet 
elements. 

 

CCDF Plan Submission 
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CCDF Lead Agencies will submit their Plans electronically through the Child Care Automated Repor�ng 
System (CARS). CARS will include all language and ques�ons included in the final CCDF Plan template 
approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Note that the format of the ques�ons in 
CARS could be modified from the Word version of the document to ensure compliance with Sec�on 508 
policies regarding accessibility to electronic and informa�on technology for individuals with disabili�es. 
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